iTunes Astronomy Podcasts

(Category: Natural Sciences)

Audio Only

· 365 Days of Astronomy
A project that is publishing one podcast per day, 5-10 minutes in duration for all of this year (2009 IYA). Episodes are written, recorded and produced by people around the world (individuals, schools, companies and clubs). Where do we sign up?

· Astronomy 161
Lecture series by Richard Pogge.

· Astronomy Cast
Dr. Pamela Gay (SIUE/Slacker Astronomy), Fraser Cain (Universe Today). Episodes in two formats; Topic driven and Questions from laypersons.

· Astronomy.com Podcasts
From the editors of Astronomy Magazine, mostly episodes that highlight a particular observing target. Good for those of us that need help finding something to look at.

· Blueshift
An engaging show delving into astrophysics. Great topics – horrible music!

· Eye on the Night Sky
Don’t bother!

· Jodcast (Jodrell Bank Observatory)
Monthly European (British) program that features discussions on astronomy. Somewhat rambling but still entertaining enough to be worth listening to, with a large variety of subjects.

· Let’s Talk Stars/Starizona
David Levy’s radio show, taped while in the field observing with groups. Horrible audio quality and lot’s of typical audience questions. Kind of a bummer…

· PlanetQuest – the Search for Another Earth
Self evident title. 8 Episodes so far.

· Planetary Radio- The Planetary Society
Weekly 30 minute broadcast featuring interviews and discussions with various scientists, engineers and more about our solar system and beyond.

· Science @ NASA
Mostly planetary information and news stories. Narrator can be a help to fall asleep.

· Slicon Valley Astronomy Lectures
Lectures by famous astronomers on various topics. Good stuff when you can’t get to a club meeting!

· SkyWatch and HubbleWatch *
Good, no-nonsense, news oriented program that is full of great information. 5 minute weekly shows.

· Slacker Astronomy
An irreverent perspective on current research and issues related to astronomy. Lots of episodes.

· Spitzer Space Telescope Podcast *
Even though it uses the same music as the video version there is more actual information with less dumbing down evident.

· Stardate
The original, often imitated, with the best voice (Sandy Wood)! Catch it here if you miss it elsewhere.

· Star Stuff with Stuart Gary
From Australia, this weekly show entertains with current news and events along with other astronomical data. Love the accents – they keep your attention!

· What’s Up in Astronomy: The Stargazing Podcast *
Simple yet very effective audio that is appropriate for the active observer.

Video Podcast

· Amateur Astronomy – Sky this Week *
Perhaps the best almanac for the visual observer. Includes ISS data.
Also available in HD, an observing companion, planetarium show. 

· Ask an Astronomer
Focusing on a single topic, the Spitzer Center presents a series of programs oriented toward less sophisticated viewers. Cheesy music.

· Bad Astronomy: Q & A
Wish I could get it to work – One of my favorite websites!

· The Beautiful Universe: Chandra X-ray Observatory *
One to five minute programs based on the Chandra satellite data. Excellent images and great content.

· Goddard Shorts (Goddard Space Flight Center)
One to 5 minute programs about a wide variety of  astronomical and environmental topics. 

· Hidden Universe/Hidden Universe HD *
Highlights from some of the more exciting discoveries from NASA’s Spitzer Space Telescope., available in standard definition for faster downloads and in HD (720p). Formats include in-depth “Showcase” features, “Gallery Explorer” montages and other specials. 2-6 minutes each.

· Hubblecast HD *
Latest news about astronomy, space, and the NASA/ESA Hubble Space Telescope in High Def 720p. Typically 5-9 minutes per episode. Longer download times due to HD format.

· HubbleSite: Hubble’s Universe *
Very good planetarium show. Monthly installments. Highly recommended for novices. Excellent observing companion. Several resolutions of this show with different dates implying different content also.

· Irrelevant Astronomy
From Spitzer Telescope program comes this educational program geared more for young audiences. Good for school outreach. HD version available.

· NASAcast Video
Overview of NASA programs collected from the individual subject area podcasts.

· NASAcast: Solar System Video
Series of shorts devoted to planetary exploration.

· NASAcast: Universe Video
Brief video of Glast and Kepler mission footage.

· NASA Edge
Program designed to appeal to young viewers with “hip” hosts and MTV-like presentation. Mostly space exploration with little astronomy that is not Hubble related.

· Nova ScienceNOW
Interesting short discussions on physics with some emphasis on astronomical phenomena.

· Spacegeek Astronomy
Somewhat bizarre cast that features episodes based on random topics. The video feed is mostly eye candy dredged up to support the rather dumbed-down dialogue. Good for education maybe.

· Stargazer (Jack Horkheimer)
One minute and five minute monthly vignettes, complete with the cool music.

